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Editorial Note
"It is the most difficult thing", says Tayumanavar "for anyone to renounce like Pattinattuppillaiyar." He was the richest man of the country a moment earlier and the poorest mendicant the next. The decision to renounce and the speed with which it was executed and the act were so quick and dramatic that it is difficult to conceive even. He had enjoyed the benefits of the riches and also that being one with and in God.
Thus he was qualified, more than enough to speak of the evanescence of the nature of wealth and also of the freedom after losing it.
The translator of these poems,S.P.Y. Surendranath Voegeli-Arya was educated in some of the great universities of England and Europe. His stay in South India, for how long we are unable to find out, provided him with an opportunity to come accross the writings of some of the Tamil saints. He was very much drawn to St. Pattanathupillai.
His poetry, philosophy and approach to spiritual life impressed him so much that he could not resist the urge to translate the poetry into English.
He was sure that this new philosophy would make life richer. He felt that through the translation, he was making a good contribution to the world Free-Religious movement.
Dedication is a translation of some of the poems of Saint Pattanathupiilai. In the introduction he traces the history and the